10/28/1994 - Centennial 100 Recognizes James Hanks.pdf by University Marketing and Communications
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
1994 Press Releases
10-28-1994
10/28/1994 - Centennial 100 Recognizes James
Hanks.pdf
University Marketing and Communications
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1994
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1994 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "10/28/1994 - Centennial 100 Recognizes James Hanks.pdf " (1994). 1994. 520.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1994/520
94-290 October 28, 1994 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU HONORS "CENTENNIAL 1 00" 
CHARLESTON, IL --James (Jim) L. Hanks of West Lafayette, Ind., has been 
named to Eastern Illinois University's "Centennial 100," an elite list of people who 
have significantly contributed to the university in its nearly 100 years of existence. 
The "Centennial 1 00" were chosen from a field of about 250 nominations by 
a committee comprised of four living EIU presidents and members of the Centennial 
Committee. 
Honorees include individuals, couples sharing the work of a lifetime and 
families with a special relationship to Eastern that speaks to generations about 
involvement. 
Many attended Eastern or were faculty members; others assisted Eastern 
through their support for students or departments. All demonstrated, through their 
actions, a sense of pride and accomplishment for the university. 
Hanks served on the EIU Foundation Board as both president and member. 
He also served on the 1Oth Decade Campaign Committee. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 CENTENNIAL 1 00 
In 1990, Hanks and his wife established the Jim and Bess Townsend Hanks 
Scholarship to assist undergraduate business majors in Eastern's Department of 
Accountancy and Finance. It is awarded to students considering a career in 
insurance. Many EIU graduates have gone on to work for State Farm. 
Hanks is retired from State Farm Insurance, having joined the company in 
1952. His positions with the company included agency manager in Mississippi; 
assistant state director for Louisiana and Mississippi; agency director in 
Birmingham, Ala.; deputy regional vice president in charge of sales for Arkansas, 
Louisiana and Mississippi; and regional vice president of the Indiana region. 
The State Farm Insurance Companies Foundation was among the 
contributors to Eastern's "Taking Care of Business" campaign to raise funds for 
Lumpkin Hall, which houses the business college. 
This summer, Eastern hosted some 400 State Farm Insurance agents and 
agency managers from across Illinois who spent a week on campus, living in 
dormitories while attending educational seminars in university classrooms as part of 
State Farm's "Back-to-School" program. 
Hanks and his wife, Bess, an Eastern alumnus, have been strong university 
supporters. In recognition of their contributions, Eastern has named several rooms 
in Lumpkin Hall in their honor. 
They have three children: Marsha of Hot Springs, Ark.; Marlene of 
Talladega, Ala.; and Bruce of Monroe, La. 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 HANKS 
At a Sept. 9 banquet, Hanks and the other honorees were presented with a 
special commissioned lapel pin of which there were only 100 cast. The mold for 
the pin was broken at the banquet and will be placed in a time capsule marking the 
conclusion of Eastern's Centennial celebration. 
Eastern, which is celebrating its 1 OOth anniversary in 1994-95, is a 
comprehensive university with more than 10,500 students and 46 undergraduate 
and 27 graduate degree programs. It is a teaching institution which prides itself on 
the quality and affordability of its undergraduate program. 
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